
CV			  Julien Thomas

Address: 			  Groene Hilledijk 384A, Rotterdam
Telephone:			  06 490 68 928
Email			  julienfthomas@gmail.com
Website:			  www.julienfthomas.com
Birth date:	  	 5.9.1986
Birth place:			  Vancouver, Canada
Languages:			  English (fluent), Dutch (professional), French (basic)

Education & Training

2023	 System Dynamics in Organisations, Bert Hellinger Instituut, Groningen
2016   	 MA Designing Democracy, Sandberg Instituut, Amsterdam
2015   	 Art of Hosting, Amsterdam
2014   	 New World Academy #4, BAK Utrecht
2012   	 BA International Studies/Communications, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver
2011   	 Heart of Facilitation, Portland/Seattle
2009  	 Diploma, Peace & Conflict Studies, Langara College, Vancouver

Exhibitions

2025	 NOW WE ARE EARTH - Nicole Beutler Projects (travelling exhibition and performance)
2024	 The Nature of Hope - International Architecture Biennale, Rotterdam
2023	 Open Studios – Jan van Eyck Academie, Maastricht 
2021	 Timescapes w. Marije Vogelzang – Pictura Gallery/Dordrechts Museum, Dordrecht 
2019	 HISK @ TIK TAK – TIK TAK Gallery, Antwerp
2018–19	 A Balancing Act – Kunsthal KaDE, Amersfoort
2018	 Open Studios – DordtYart, Dordrecht
2017	 I/WE/THEY – Modern Body Festival, Den Haag
2016	 Higher Resolutions – Sandberg Graduation @ Van Eyck Burgerweeshuis, Amsterdam
2015	 State of the Nation – Bozar, Brussels

Publications

2025	 We are in your Hands: Handbook for UNFCCC Facilitators
2024	 Cold Fronts and Warm Baths
2022	 Future Models Manual

Scenography

2023	 Lacuna Kitchen - Production by Abishek Thapar
2022	 Inland Island - Production by Tineke de Meyer

Presentations & Workshops

2023	 ‘Kunst, Wetenschap en Klimaat: Samen naar Impact’ - KNAW, Amsterdam
2023	 ‘The Art of Modelling: Assessing the Role of the Arts’ - Planbureau voor de 

Leefomgeving, Den Haag 

http://www.julienfthomas.com
https://hellingerinstituut.nl/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/System-Dynamics-in-Organizations_20191004-copy.pdf
https://sandberg.nl/temporary-programme-designing-democracy#:~:text=Sandberg%20Instituut&text=In%20a%20time%20when%20confidence,question%20the%20future%20of%20democracy.
https://www.artofhosting.org/
https://www.bakonline.org/long-term-project/new-world-academy/
http://www.sfu.ca/internationalstudies.html
http://www.sfu.ca/communication.html
https://www.partnersforyouth.org/training/
https://langara.ca/programs-and-courses/programs/peace-and-conflict-studies/index.html
https://futuremodelsmanual.com/
https://www.akademievankunsten.nl/agenda/2510111.aspx


2022	 ‘Urgency Intensive: Working Group IV’ - Jan van Eyck Academie, Maastricht
2022	 ‘Designing Urban Futures with the Public’ - Reinventing the City, Amsterdam Institute 

for Advanced Metropolitan Solutions
2021	 ‘Thinking with Time’ - Panel discussion with Lisa Baraitser and Abishek Thapar; Veem 

House for Performance, Amsterdam
2021	 ‘Prototyping Time’ - Workshop; Veem House for Performance, Amsterdam
2020	 ‘Elements of Craft’ – Workshop; MA Disarming Design, Sandberg Instituut
2019-21	 ‘Material research’ – Workshop; Design Department, Sandberg Instituut
2018	 ‘Personal practice’ – Presentation; DordtYart Residency
2017	 ‘Prototyping’ – Workshop; BA City Studio Programme (UBC/SFU/ECUAD collaboration)
2016	 ‘Performance and affordances’ – Discussion w. Erik Rietveld; Sandberg Radio

Art / Design Residencies

2024-25	 Netherlands UNFCCC climate delegation
2023	 Koninklijk Nederlands Meteorological Instituut (KNMI), De Bilt
2022-2023	 Jan van Eyck Academy, Maastricht
2022	 Urban Futures Studio/Jan van Eyck Academy: Imagining Low Carbon Futures 
2019–2021	 WOW Artist Resident, Amsterdam
2018		 DordtYart, Dordrecht
2014		 HCMA AiR Programme, Vancouver

Grants

2024	 Stimuleringsfonds, “Dramaturgies of Witnessing”
2023	 Canada Council for the Arts, Arts Abroad Residency
2021	 Amarte Fonds, “Co-Incidence of Light”
2021	 Fonds Kwadraat, “Co-Incidence of Light”
2021	 Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunst, “Co-Incidence of Light”
2020	 Stimuleringsfonds, “Conversations in Darkness”
2020	 Gemeente Dordrecht Kunstcomissie, “Timescapes”
2019	 Stimuleringsfonds, “Conflict Design Lab”
2018	 Fonds Kwadraat, “Conversation Imbalance”
2014	 Knowledge Mile Boiling, “Ondergronds”

Work Experience

2010-Current			  Artistic Researcher / Social Designer

			  - Devised and delivered over 20 projects with a focus on interpersonal dynamics 	
		 and gesture, climate change, art/science crossover			 

			  - Material practice (wood, metal), social practice (facilitation, process 		
		 design), digital practice (software, online platforms)

			  - Experience in Vancouver Canada (2010-2014) and Netherlands (2014-2025)

2024-Current			  Participation Advisor and Social Designer, WB de Ruimte

			  - Bureau for infrastructure project management, process design, participation
			  - Specialised in large-scale water, mobility and energy projects			 

		 - Research and development of future water collaborations with local citizens

2019-Current			  Founder, Perception Design Studio

			  - Speculative social and graphic design bureau exploring creative practices to 	
		 assist policy makers working in complex situations

https://www.janvaneyck.nl/calendar/urgency-intensive-ipacc-working-group-iv
https://reinventingthecity.dryfta.com/index.php
https://veem.house/program/thinkin-with-time/?fbclid=IwAR3IP81l4b0RJdGK8rjE0E9RYUDaGAT-GtyZQUe49fAJH43haiyDNfcN4OY
https://veem.house/program/long-now-lab-4-prototyping-time-with-julien-thomas/
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/urban-futures-studio/initiatives/modelling-the-low-carbon-future/imagining-low-carbon-futures
https://vimeo.com/320842519
https://hcma.ca/tilt/artist-in-residence/#julien-thomas
https://www.stimuleringsfonds.nl/en/grants-issued/dramaturgies-of-witnessing-2
https://m.stimuleringsfonds.nl/nl/toekenningen/conversations_in_darkness/6198/
https://stimuleringsfonds.nl/nl/toekenningen/conflict_design_lab/5583/
http://www.perceptiondesign.studio


			  - Research and development of digital and physical design interventions

2020-Current			  Associate, Public Mediation
	
			  - Research and development of creative strategies for multi-stakeholder 			 

	engagement processes involving government, citizens and industry
		

2020-2022	 Director, Vancouver Design Nerds
	
			  - Set strategic priorities and sought opportunities for organisational growth 			

	through partnerships, R&D with new technologies 
			  - Hosted internal and external design thinking events (face-to-face and online)
			  - Designed and delivered Strategic Plan for City Studio Vancouver

2020	 Guest Tutor, MA Disarming Design, Sandberg Instituut
	
			  - Designed and ran workshops on Craft, Woodworking, Prototyping and 			 

	Improvisation

2012-2013	 Arts-based Civic Engagement Specialist, City of Vancouver

			  - Advised Mayor as member of Engaged City Task Force
			  - Contributed to Quick Starts Report ratified by City Council

https://public-mediation.nl/
http://vancouver.designnerds.org/
https://sandberg.nl/temporary-programme-disarming-design

